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OUR MISSION

Building simple, decent, affordable homes in
partnership with Godds
Beltrami and Clearwater Counties.
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PRESIDENT® MESSAGE

Simple affordabl e housi f Goog
This is the motto and goal of Northwoods Habi
Humanity. There isa common  misconcepti
Habitat gives away homes. Giving away home
the mission of Habitat. Habitat is dJdarad a

HandOut organization. Our goal is to

people become homeowners.
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We at Northwoods Habitat partner with families to build simple decent hor
people in need can afford. The process begins when a family demc
commitment to home ownership by putting in actual sweat equity hours (J
per adult family member) on Habitat projects such as working on building
ing in our ReStore, or working on other  projects which further the missi
tat. In addition to Sweat Equity hours, a minimal down payment is require
partner families.

In return for these efforts, Partner families purchase their homes with no
loans, which they pay off in affordable monthly payments. A commitn
ability to repay these loans are essential to the success of Habitat as thes
then help Habitat to build more decent affordable homes for other people

Our Partner Families are working members of our community who are ¢
to home ownership but unable to qualify for conventional mortgages. We
searching for qualified applicants sa if vau

or someone you know is interesteg INSIDE THIS ISSUE
partnering with Northwoods Habit
contact our Office and we will  pr|VISTA R EPORT 2
the financial guidelines for becomir
Judy Reese, President
DIRECTOR & REPORT 4
UPCOMING EVENTS 3]
Green Building 6
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PAGE 2 HABITAT HAMMERINGS
VISTA CORNER
AFaith Relationso &
| would like to ghare a little bit about one of the key components of my mission as an AmeriCprps
VISTA. This component is meant to build a stronger relationship between two friends; one friend i§ the
many congregations of Beltrami & Clearwater Counties and the other friend is Northwoods Habita} For
Humanity (NHFH). This alliance nurtures the work of Jesus for people who struggle in poverty houging.
This i1s the partnership that has been chri sjff en
speak about this partnership at an area congregation, sometimes | share a Bible passage from thg Gospe
of Mark.
ASomeone asked Jesus, OWhi ch commandment I
6You shall | ove t he Hean avith ployourSoG evith allwi t h @ | |
your Mind, with all your Strength and you shall love youNeighbor as yourself.
There is no other commandment greater thhan t
| follow up this reading with an explanation of why | chose to share it with them.
AMi I itary soldiers greet one another wiitlh &
each other that they do not have a weapon in their fighting hand and want to be friendly
towards one another while shaking hands also developed between two people for the
same reason. As | share this bible passage with a congregation, | illustrate it with the
vision of a clenched fist. During delivery | open one finger and keep it open for every
red letter word | speak. When | am done with the reading | no longer have a clenched
fist but an open hand and so | turn to spme
A friendly handshake is an i mportant part of A F
seal the deal in a fiFaith Relations Covenant|]. o0
the adventures of your |ife, r e mérought togetheF, r i e njd s h
bound together and sent togeth€@ro o ur Fr i ends, I say, AThank | you
those of you who have not taken this for mal st e
of building simple, decent, affordabl e homes] wi
Sincerely,
AmeriCorpsVISTA Mike
FAITH RELATIONS
We are building homes that are simple, decent and affordable
because we are inside, amomng ar
IAAIIA ﬁ\‘\l‘\h\
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NHFH R ESTORE

. |The days are getting | ong RESTORE WISH [l
Hours Of Operation: pleased to say that there is continued growth at NHFH R LIST

Wednesday 10am5pm Typically, th\e winter months are thfe slowest here, ' howey OUR BIGGEST
have oweatheredo6 the wint NEEDS RIGHT.
Thursday 10am 5pm |ing our goals for sales and donations. November sales W
. $$6,719, December sales were at $8,830, and January s NOW IN THE
Friday 10am 5pm $9, 404. All sales exceeded mhiflde@ U S

Saturday 9am 1pm months. February is on pace with the sales goal of $6,500, ag ﬁm%\nces and
are nearing that goal rapidly.

: . furniture,
Donations Accepted: Our ReStore has become successful as a destination for ajiggatsighal lumber,
During store hours- ers to purchase good new and used appliances, furnishieggiydupplies,

Tuesday by appointment building materials at a reasonable price, as well as saving &?%[I'Vt%ols for use in

million pounds of materials from ending up in the landfill, arl)g&péw donations
the community, businesses, and contractors a place to dona
gently used materials; however serving as manager of the NHFH ReStore for the past year and a half, it

becomes necessary for me to clear up a troubling misconception that has been at-.
tention in recent months. m

As is true with any business, there is overhead. Electricity, heat, property taxes, insur i [ [
building mortgage payments, phone bills, maintenance, supplies, etc., are all necessar ‘ l | '
Store in business. In the padafat@t Hammerimgswvsletters, |

have reported that the ReStore has had some record sales monir 1T0AT
we exceeded our expectations in sales and donations. EXxc $ e
sales expectations translates to this: We are able to keep our =
doors open and generate some revenue to help keep our affil
Northwoods Habitat for Humanity in operation; a noble cause -
dents of Beltrami and Clearwater Counties. After the overhea ¢
very slim profit that goes to our affiliate.

The misconception that | want to clear up i s titye

doesndt need financial support from other s o uwsigaiths
people in need in Beltrami and Clearwater Counties, support is necessary from other sources beyond the Re
fundraising events, works with area churches, and seeks grants and funding from other  sources, andaitbes.

0o nEe

Store.
The F

aspect of our mission, and as ReStore manager, | encourage the community to continue their solid supst offthe R

encourage all to support NHFH in other ways, be it with donation, attending a fundraiser, giving a tithe tlarough
volunteering your time to further our cause. In the future, | hope to be able to say that the ReStore damtbsgid o
eral) from ReStore profits, but that day is many years down the road. Without continued support, we cargiot ¢
cessful.

Within the coming months, ReStore will have reached a milestone; we will have saved one million poundsraf
up in the landfill. We have managed to accomplish this in nearly three years of operation. We hope t® fimach t
we hold our open house this Spring.

During the winter months, our volunteer staff Hoa s
nated materials in the ReStore. We are nearing completion of this project, and pictures of the playhougeiwill b
the coming weeks. We will be using the playhouse at a fundraising event soon.

Finally, | would again like to say thank you to our volunteer staff for keeping the store neat, well stockedraral-

unteers gave over 6,100 hours of their time in 2009 to help our ReStore go and grow. | would also likeusi-thal

nesses who have donated: Naylords, Lloyds Furnitu

Zetah Construction, Enbridge Energy, The Glass Doctor, Northwoods Lumber Company, Bemidji Building Cé¢

Schwartz Funeral Home, as well as the many individuals who donate to our cause. Hope everyone has a won
ReStore manager, Steve Strasser
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[Habitat] is also about building bridges of understanding with a wide diversity of
people in order to put that faith and love into action to accomplish our lofty, seemingly
i mpossible goal of eliminating poverty housilng
the differences of opinionpolitical, philosophical, and theologicalamong people and
being committed to finding common ground with our hammers to help others, using
biblical economics.

I call this the economics of Jesus, the second philosophy Habitat for Humanity is
built upon- and perhaps the best known. First, we charge no interest and make no profit.

This sounds unworkable to our Western minds.
based on Exodus 22:25, which says that someone lending money to the poor should not
act as a creditor and charge interest.

______________________________________________________ -
i
SNIPPETS FROM THE DIRECTOR ... i
i
Back to the Basics(Part 2) The Theology of the Hammerhe Economics of Jesust.ove in the Mortar Joints i
Continuing from my | ast report, Ml lard Fuller dafi
i
i
i

I nterestingly, all three of-namdlygJudaisoni | d6s grka
Christianity, and Islamagree in their scriptures that no interest should be charged when !
lending money to the poor. :

But, think about it. Wedve turned scriptuya
institutions, the people who need the money most are charged the most. The people who
need it least therich-ar e charged the | east, the prime riat

idea is not to help people, but to make money.

But our ideais to help people. The economics of Jesus puts no value on profit or
interest but does put tremendous emphasis on meeting human need, which is an absolute
essential in building homes for and with the poor. Interest is a giant barrier that the poor
cannot cross to escape their miserable lifestyle, so they remain mired down in
hopelessness.

Another tenet of this philosophy calls for passing out all we have, just like Jesus did
with the loaves and fishes. When we do, we can expect a similar result. Small resources
have a way of multiplying to the point of meeting the need.

At Koinonia Farm, where the Habitat idea was born, the original Fund for Humanity
was always broke. Whatever money came in was immediately spent on building more
houses. That has been the model for Habitat. Nothing is held back for investments or
endowments. The houses we buite the endowment, the most creative one in the

worl d today. The needy families I|iterally #fli

payments constitute the fAdividendso that get
Keeping these idealgrusting, sharing without seeking profits, making need and not

our standard of merit the criterion, passing out everything we have as soon as we have it

webve seen our small gifts multiply into huge

Fuller goes on with many examples, and | invite you to pick up his #o8knple, Decent Place to Livéeo explore
his philosophy further. In the next issue of Halhit

the Mortar Joints, o the third philosophy upon whiich
i

Geri Hickerson, Executive Director
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Your taxdeductible donation not only supports our mission of providing affordable housing, vides itp
hope to the families with whom we partner.
Name Phone Email
Address City State Zip
Consider a donation thatis directlyy  wi | | é .

Volunteer Opportunities
applied to the cost of a home:

pray for Habit al $eme dbhssustibno n
M $25 =50 pounds of nails

™ donate material ™ Office Support
™ $50 = smoke/co2 detector
I include NHFH in my will r Deconstruction
™ $75 = kitchen or bath window
sell or donate property ™ Board / Committee

™ $200 = entry door

r Donation Piakp

a simple, decent p
- _ And providing it is elemental to goodness, " Resource Development
$300 = kitchen countertop truth, and love in action. To me, what we are

doing is the very eER@s{b,@e of true

™ $1500 = shingles

™ $1000 = siding Millard Fuller fros Simple Decent Place to

Live 1995 I-Other:
8D¥%QD KNNJHMF ENQ @ EDV FNNC E@

The Family Selection Committee is seeking applicants for the 2010 and 2011 build seasons. Families
who meet the criteria to qualify for a Habitat home are encouraged to submit an application. Guidelines
and an application are available on our webs|ite
tab, or by contacting our office. In addition to meeting income and credit requirements, families must
commit to completing 250 hours of sweat equity per adult in the household.

Several of our current partner families have reported that when they applied to Habitat they felt they
would never qualify and that had someone not encouraged them, they would still be living in
substandard or debidden housing.

Please encourage families you know to apply for a home. You can be the one who makes a differgnce
in someoneds |ife.




