
 
 

 

Simple affordable housing for Godõs people in need.  
This is the motto and goal of Northwoods Habitat for 
Humanity.  There is a common      misconception that 
Habitat gives away homes.  Giving away homes is not 
the mission of Habitat.  Habitat is a Hand-Up not a 
Hand-Out               organization.  Our goal is to help 
people become homeowners.   

We at Northwoods Habitat partner with families to build simple decent homes which 
people in need can afford.  The process begins when a family           demonstrates their 
commitment to home ownership by putting in actual sweat equity hours  (250 hours 
per adult family member) on Habitat projects such as working on building sites, work-
ing in our ReStore, or working on other     projects which further the mission of Habi-
tat.  In addition to Sweat Equity hours, a minimal down payment is required of our 
partner families.  

In return for these efforts, Partner families purchase their homes with no   interest 
loans, which they pay off in affordable monthly payments.  A        commitment and the 
ability to repay these loans are essential to the success of Habitat as these payments 
then help Habitat to build more decent affordable homes for other people in need.   

Our Partner Families are working members of our community who are    committed 
to home ownership but unable to qualify for conventional mortgages.  We are always 
searching for qualified applicants so if you 
or someone you know is interested in 
partnering with Northwoods Habitat 
contact our Office and we will     provide 
the financial guidelines for becoming a 
Partner Family. 

Judy Reese, President 
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 VISTA CORNER 

 

ñFaith Relationsò & ñFriendshipò 
 

I would like to share a little bit about one of the key components of my mission as an AmeriCorps 

VISTA. This component is meant to build a stronger relationship between two friends; one friend is the 

many congregations of Beltrami & Clearwater Counties and the other friend is Northwoods Habitat For 

Humanity (NHFH). This alliance nurtures the work of Jesus for people who struggle in poverty housing. 

This is the partnership that has been christened, ñFaith Relations.ò When I am given the privilege to 

speak about this partnership at an area congregation, sometimes I share a Bible passage from the Gospel 

of Mark. 

ñSomeone asked Jesus, óWhich commandment is the first of all?ô Jesus answered, 

óYou shall love the Lord your God with all your Heart, with all your Soul, with all    

your Mind, with all your Strength and you shall love your Neighbor as yourself. 

There is no other commandment greater than theseô.ò 
 

I follow up this reading with an explanation of why I chose to share it with them. 

ñMilitary soldiers greet one another with a salute because of their tradition to show 

each other that they do not have a weapon in their fighting hand and want to be friendly 

towards one another while shaking hands also developed between two people for the 

same reason. As I share this bible passage with a congregation, I illustrate it with the 

vision of a clenched fist. During delivery I open one finger and keep it open for every 

red letter word I speak. When I am done with the reading I no longer have a clenched 

fist but an open hand and so I turn to someone near me with a friendly hand shake.ò 
 

A friendly handshake is an important part of ñFaith Relationsò because it is one of the ways we 

seal the deal in a ñFaith Relations Covenant.ò When you encounter Habitat For Humanity during 

the adventures of your life, remember ñFriendship.ò  With ñFriendshipò we are brought together, 

bound together and sent together. To our Friends, I say, ñThank you for your friendship.ò   For 

those of you who have not taken this formal step, I say, ñWhy not?  Please join us in our mission 

of building simple, decent, affordable homes with those in need.ò  

 

Sincerely,  

 

AmeriCorpsVISTA Mike 

 

 

 FAITH  RELATIONS   

We are building homes that are simple, decent and affordable    

because we are inside, among and fromé                                                                         

 



 

NHFH R ESTORE 
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The days are getting longer, the hope of spring grows, and Iõm 
pleased to say that there is continued growth at NHFH Restore.   
Typically, the winter months are the slowest here,  however, we 
have òweatheredó the winter, so to speak, reaching and        exceed-
ing our goals for sales and donations.  November sales were 
$$6,719, December sales were at $8,830, and January sales were 
$9,404.  All sales exceeded previous yearsõ sales for        respective 
months.  February is on pace with the sales goal of $6,500, and we 
are nearing that goal rapidly.   

Our ReStore has become successful as a destination for our custom-
ers to purchase good new and used appliances,          furnishings, and 
building materials at a reasonable price, as well as saving nearly a 
million pounds of materials from ending up in the landfill, and giving 
the community, businesses, and         contractors a place to donate 

gently used  materials; however serving as manager of the NHFH ReStore for the past year and a half, it 
becomes necessary for me to clear up a troubling           misconception that has been brought to my at-
tention in recent months. 

As is true with any business, there is overhead.  Electricity, heat, property taxes, insurance,        ReStore 
building mortgage payments, phone bills, maintenance, supplies, etc., are all necessary to keep the Re-

Store in business.   In the past few Habitat Hammerings newsletters, I 
have reported that the ReStore has had some record sales months and that 
we    exceeded our expectations in sales and donations.  Exceeding those 
sales expectations translates to this: We are able to keep our ReStore 
doors open and generate some revenue to help keep our affiliate of 
Northwoods Habitat for Humanity in operation; a noble cause for resi-
dents of Beltrami and Clearwater Counties. After the overhead, there is a 
very slim profit that goes to our affiliate.   

The misconception that I want to clear up is the one that notes due to the ReStoreõs success, Northwoods Habitat for    Humanity 
doesnõt need financial support from other sources.  We do!  In order to fulfill our mission of building simple affordable housing with 
people in need in Beltrami and Clearwater Counties, support is necessary from other sources    beyond the ReStore.  NHFH holds 
fund-raising events, works with area churches, and seeks grants and funding from other     sources, and tithes.  The Restore is one 
aspect of our mission, and as ReStore manager, I encourage the community to   continue their solid support of the ReStore, but also 
encourage all to support NHFH in other ways, be it with donation, attending a fundraiser, giving a tithe through your church,  or 
volunteering your time to further our cause.  In the future, I hope to be able to say that the ReStore can build one house (if not sev-
eral) from ReStore profits, but that day is many years down the road.  Without continued support, we cannot continue to be suc-
cessful. 

Within the coming months, ReStore will have reached a milestone; we will have saved one million pounds of materials from ending 
up in the landfill.  We have managed to accomplish this in nearly three years of operation.  We hope to reach this goal by the time 
we hold our open house this Spring.   

During the winter months, our volunteer staff has been working on our òLittle Habitat House,ó a playhouse made entirely from do-
nated materials in the ReStore.  We are nearing completion of this project, and pictures of the playhouse will be on the website in 
the coming weeks.   We will be using the playhouse at a fundraising event soon.   

Finally, I would again like to say thank you to our volunteer staff for keeping the store neat, well stocked and well staffed.  Our vol-
unteers gave over 6,100 hours of their time in 2009 to help our ReStore go and grow.    I would also like to thank some local busi-
nesses who have donated: Naylorõs, Lloyds Furniture, Slumberland, Riverwood Bank, Clarity Glass,        Cuperus Construction, 
Zetah Construction, Enbridge Energy, The Glass Doctor,  Northwoods Lumber Company,   Bemidji Building Center, and Olson-
Schwartz Funeral Home, as well as the many individuals who donate to our cause.  Hope everyone has a wonderful spring.   
    ReStore manager, Steve Strasser 

Hours Of Operation: 

Wednesday 10am - 5pm 

Thursday 10am - 5pm 

Friday 10am - 5pm 

Saturday 9am - 1pm 

Donations Accepted: 

During store hours -     

Tuesday by appointment 

RESTORE W ISH 

LIST 

O UR BIGGEST 

NEEDS RIGHT  

NOW  IN  THE 

Gently used              
appliances and            

furniture,                    
dimensional lumber, 

cleaning supplies, 
small tools for use in 
repairing donations  
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Back to the Basics -(Part 2)  The Theology of the Hammer; The Economics of Jesus; Love in the Mortar Joints 
Continuing from my last report, Millard Fuller defines ñThe Economics of Jesusò  -  

 

  [Habitat] is also about building bridges of understanding with a wide diversity of 

people in order to put that faith  and love into action to accomplish our lofty, seemingly 

impossible goal of eliminating poverty housing and homelessness.  Itôs acknowledging 
the differences of opinion - political, philosophical, and theological -  among people and 

being committed to finding common ground with our hammers to help others, using 

biblical economics. 
  I call this the economics of Jesus, the second philosophy Habitat for Humanity is 

built upon -  and perhaps the best known.  First, we charge no interest and make no profit.  

This sounds unworkable to our Western minds.  But it does work, and itôs biblical -  
based on Exodus 22:25, which says that someone lending money to the poor should not 

act as a creditor and charge interest. 

  Interestingly, all three of the worldôs great monotheistic religions - namely Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam - agree in their scriptures that no interest should be charged when 
lending money to the poor. 

  But, think about it.  Weôve turned scriptural wisdom upside down.  At our lending 

institutions, the people who need the money most are charged the most.  The people who 
need it least -  the rich - are charged the least, the prime rate.  Why?  Because the worldôs 

idea is not to help people, but to make money. 

  But our idea is to help people.  The economics of Jesus puts no value on profit or 
interest but does put tremendous emphasis on meeting human need, which is an absolute 

essential in building homes for and with the poor.  Interest is a giant barrier that the poor 

cannot cross to escape their miserable lifestyle, so they remain mired down in 

hopelessness. 
  Another tenet of this philosophy calls for passing out all we have, just like Jesus did 

with the loaves and fishes.  When we do, we can expect a similar result.  Small resources 

have a way of multiplying to the point of meeting the need. 
  At Koinonia Farm, where the Habitat idea was born, the original Fund for Humanity 

was always broke.  Whatever money came in was immediately spent on building more 

houses.  That has been the model for Habitat.  Nothing is held back for investments or 

endowments.  The houses we build are the endowment, the most creative one in the 
world today.  The needy families literally ñlive in the endowmentò and their house 

payments constitute the ñdividendsò that get used up to build still more houses. 

  Keeping these ideals - trusting, sharing without seeking profits, making need and not 
our standard of merit the criterion, passing out everything we have as soon as we have it -  

weôve seen our small gifts multiply into huge dimensions. 
 

Fuller goes on with many examples, and I invite you to pick up his book, A Simple, Decent Place to Live, to  explore 
his philosophy further.  In the next issue of Habitat Hammerings, Part 3 will include excerpts about Fullerôs ñLove in 

the Mortar Joints,ò the third philosophy upon which Habitat for Humanity was built. 

Geri Hickerson, Executive Director 
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Name__________________________________ Phone______________ Email____________________ 

Address____________________________ City___________ State____ Zip_____________ 

Consider a donation that is directly 

applied to the cost of a home: 

$25 = 50 pounds of nails 

$50 = smoke/co2 detector 

$75 =  kitchen or bath window 

$200 = entry door 

$250 = tub & shower surround 

$300 = kitchen countertop 

$1000 = siding 

$1500 = shingles 

I willé. 

pray for Habitatõs Mission 

donate material 

include NHFH in my will 

sell or donate property 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Home Construction     

Office Support 

Deconstruction        

Board / Committee 

Donation Pick-up        

Resource Development 

ReStore   

Other:  __________ 

Your tax-deductible donation not only supports our mission of providing affordable housing,                               it provides 
hope to the families with whom we partner. 

òEveryone needs a simple, decent place to live.  
And providing it is elemental to goodness, 
truth, and love in action.  To me, what we are 
doing is the very essence of true religion.ó  
Millard Fuller from A Simple Decent Place to 
Live, 1995 
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The Family Selection Committee is seeking applicants for the 2010 and 2011 build seasons.  Families 

who meet the criteria to qualify for a Habitat home are encouraged to submit an application.  Guidelines 

and an application are available on our website, www.habitatbemidji.org, by clicking on the ñformsò 

tab, or by contacting our office.  In addition to meeting income and credit requirements, families must 

commit to completing 250 hours of sweat equity per adult in the household.   

Several of our current partner families have reported that when they applied to Habitat they felt they 

would never qualify and that had someone not encouraged them, they would still be living in             

substandard or debt-ridden housing.   

Please encourage families you know to apply for a home.  You can be the one who makes a difference 

in someoneôs life.   


