
The summer construction season is over and two Habitat Partner 
Families will be celebrating Christmas in their new homes.  We are 
already looking forward to spring as we plan for the third build in 
this fiscal year.  Look for more to come about our partnership with 
Headwaterõs Builders Association and the Blitz Build scheduled for 
the week of June 4th, 2012. 

This fall we began the process of selecting new families for builds scheduled in 2012 and 
2013.  We are really pleased to report that we have eight families signed up to partner 
with us in the coming years.  This provides us with an exciting opportunity to work    
toward the fulfillment of our mission to provide decent affordable housing for people in 
need in our own community. 

The selection process begins with a check list designed to help prospective  partners    
assess their financial situation:  Do they meet our income guidelines?  What is their debt 
to income ratio? Will their financial situation support home ownership?  Remember, 
Habitat does not give away homes.  We sell affordable homes, with no interest loans, to 
the working poor.   We are a hand up, not a hand out, and are looking to help members 
of our community working to improve their housing situations. 

Once a family qualifies financially, we conduct personal interviews.  The final selection is 
based on three criteria: Housing need; ability to pay; and willingness to partner with 
Northwoods Habitat.  We sit down with each new family, the board chair, the Habitat 
Executive Director and a family support person to sign a letter of intent which details our 
expectations and our commitments. 

Then the exciting process begins!  Each adult member in a Partner Family is expected to 
earn 250 sweat equity hours before moving into a new home. Sweat equity hours are 
earned in a variety of ways such as working on the construction of a Habitat home,     
volunteering at the ReStore and taking classes which help prepare for home ownership.  
A family support person is there throughout the process for 
each partner family. It takes many hours, many volunteers and 
much hard work on the part of dedicated people, organiza-
tions and businesses in our community to bring us to that 
final moment: Dedication of a new Habitat home and the 
thrill of home ownership for another Habitat Partner Family.  
We are constantly thankful for the support of our community, 
our volunteers, our Sustaining Members and all who support 
us financially.  You make our mission possible.  We thank you 
and wish you a blessed holiday season.      Judy Reese 
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 VISTA Corner 
 

Northwoods Habitatõs first A Brush with Kindness project was completed on November 11th.  With 
the building of a deck we were able to address a serious safety issue for a homeowner and the process 
gave me a true sense of what ABWK is about.  I was extremely fortunate to spend the first day of the 
project in a hands-on role; tearing down the old, decaying deck and putting up the frame for the new 
one under the direction of Al Bontrager.  His guidance, patience, knowledge and understanding will be 

truly missed!  I am grateful to have had the chance to work with him. 

With the completion of this first project, our original pot of funds for ABWK which started at $1,875 sits around 
$1,000.  We have 3 potential projects to complete, but with the start of winter these will be started in the spring, and 
we certainly anticipate to receiving many more applications in the coming months as the word continues to spread. 

As we move into the holiday season, I ask that you consider giving to ABWK.  Just like the Fund for Humanity, 
ABWK will be a self-sustaining program (separate from new home construction) in which payments made by the 
families we serve will be used to help other families.  To get to the point where we can truly be self-sustaining, we 
need your gift.   The construction by an ABWK team of a wheelchair ramp will mean an elderly or disabled         
individual can stay in their home as opposed to entering assisted living.  The painting of a house will help a  family 
regain pride in homeownership.  The revitalization of our neighborhoods will help to preserve housing stock in our 
community!  

I am also recruiting volunteers, teams from local businesses, and individuals in 

preparation for a busy Spring kickoff of projects.  In addition to volunteers, any 

tax-deductible donation to òNorthwoods Habitat for Humanity-ABWKó today 

to help us offer a òhand upó to our neighbors and friends in need in Beltrami 

and Clearwater Counties. 

Yours in Faith, 

Alicia Rengel,  AmeriCorps VISTA  

Celebrating 500,000 Houses and Beyond 
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Hours of Operation: 

Wednesday 10am - 5pm 

Thursday 10am - 5pm 

Friday 10am - 5pm 

Saturday 9am - 1pm 

Donations Accepted: 
During store hours  &        

Tuesday by appointment 

WISH LIST 

Appliances 

Furniture  

Power Tools 

Hardware 

Volunteers to help 
cashier and process 

donations 

 

 

It is the evening before Thanksgiving as I write the winter newsletter article for      

Northwoods Habitat for Humanity ReStore.  With that in mind, we are thankful for the 

many things with which we are blessed with at the ReStore.  We are grateful for the  

multitude of donations in the last few months that continue to come from generous     

individuals in the community, local businesses and thoughtful kindhearted contractors.  

Our donations in the past year have nearly doubled, and the quality of those donations 

has been one that has not gone unnoticed by our customers.   

We would like to thank the following businesses, to name only a few, who have donated 

since September.  The list includes Naylorôs for a steady supply of donated used        

appliances and furniture, Lloydôs Furniture for the nearly once a week delivery of  

quality traded-in furniture, Bemidji Co-op Association for a generous contribution of 

paints, paint products, hardware, and lighting materials, Whelan Eye Clinic, Finn and 

Feather Resort and Heartland Christian Academy, Claypool Plumbing and Heating 

and weôre also very grateful to Bemidjiôs Home Depot for a generous donation of sur-

plus materials.  Also, many thanks to contractors such as Kraus Anderson for a huge 

donation of new windows, Keenanôs Cabinets for donation of kitchen and bathroom 

cabinetry, and D & J Services for a great supply of roofing materials and Diversified 

Builders.  We would like to also thank individuals such as Jon Seibold, who just       

recently donated an entire truckload of brand new lighting materials, Susanna Frenkel, 

Jeffery Gill  and Mary Leader to name only a few.  

We are thankful that we have great customers who come in looking for a bargain, or a 

project, to work on and share the progress with a picture or a visit with us on a regular 

basis.  We are thankful for a community that supports our mission, and thankful that we 

have a voice from Paul Bunyan Broadcasting, The Bemidji Pioneer, and R.P.    

Broadcasting to help us spread the word about Habitat for Humanity and The ReStore.     

We are thankful that we have a hard working and helpful staff of volunteers, including 

those from Minnesota C.E.P. Inc., Experience Works, R.S.V.P., Oak Hills Christian 

College, Restore House, Bemidji State University,  and throughout the community.  

We are always in need of good volunteers. 

As I attempt the task of thanking the many, I feel there is something absent, and that is 

the thanking of one.  Recently, we unexpectedly had to say goodbye to our friend, Al 

Bontrager.  It was Alôs foresight that brought the NHfH ReStore to fruition.  Al found 

joy in the success that the ReStore has achieved in the last four years.  He would always 

stop into my office on a Saturday morning, and tell me to keep up the good work, stop 

and visit with customers and volunteers, have a cup of coffee, and just be Al.  He spread 

the word of our mission throughout the community, gladly shared his knowledge of 

building to our volunteers, and treated all who knew him with generosity and kindness.  

The emptiness that we feel is profound, but as I reflect on this day before Thanksgiving, 

we must be thankful that we were given an opportunity to know him, albeit only for a 

short time.  That is all that any of us can do is to be thankful for one another in this 

world.  Habitatôs mission is to help people by giving them a chance for simple, decent, 

affordable housing, but it is also about giving of oneôs self to help  

another.  I wish you the best during the holiday season.  To the     

readers of this newsletter and to our customers and donors:  Thanks 

for giving; of your donations, of your time, of your support, of your 

business, and most importantly, of yourself.      

Steve StrasserðReStore Manager 

òLikeó us on  

facebook and  

receive a 15% 

discount on your 

next ReStore 

purchase! 

ReStore Treasuresé 


