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The summer construction season is over and two Habitat Partner y

Dustin Holloway

Barb Fairbanks Families will be celebrating Christmas in their new homes. We4 oy

Jodi Schroeder already looking forward to spring as we plan for the third build # / *

O this fiscal year. Look for more to come about our partnersh_lp ~ JW
Headwaterds Builders Associ at a n t h

the week of Juneh42012.

This fall we began the process of selecting new families for builds scheduled in [§012 an
2013. We are really pleased to report that we have eight families signed up to gjrtner

Staff
Geri Hickersokxec. Directo
r

Pitz\;iigﬁ:ggsréozxa&ﬁ witrh us in the coming years. This provides us with an exciting opportunity to wojk
) . - Mangdiiard the fulfillment of our mission to provide decent affordable housing for pe¢ple in
Anita MaroccAdmin. Assistan

Alicia Rengeé\meriCorps VISTAeed n ou.r own Communlty. _ _ _ _
The selection process begins with a check list designed to help prospective parjners

Experience Works assess their financial situation: Do they meet our income guidelines? What is t|jeir deb
to income ratio? Will their financial situation support home ownership? Rememlfer,

Habitat does not give away homes. We sell affordable homes, with no interest Ipans, to
the working poor. We are a hand up, not a hand out, and are looking to help mgmbers
of our community working to improve their housing situations.

Once a family qualifies financially, we conduct personal interviews. The final sejction i
based on three criteria: Housing need; ability to pay; and willingness to partner \jith
Northwoods Habitat. We sit down with each new family, the board chair, the Hgpitat

D

David Bloomfield
Mike Brundage

C.E.P.
Bart Huffman

R.S.V.P. Executive Director and a family support person to sign a letter of intent which defails our
Dean Helgeson expectations and our commitments.
De Pickett Then the exciting process begins! Each adult member in a Partner Family is expected ti
earn 250 sweat equity hours before moving into a new home. Sweat equity houlf are
Contact us earned in a variety of ways such as working on the construction of a Habitat horme,
P.O. Box 1067 volunteering at the ReStore and taking classes which help prepare for home owjership.
Bemidji, MN 56619 A family support person is there throughout the process What os L d e
Office: 2195%4649 each partner family. It takes many hours, many volunte
ReStore: 218146398 much hard work on the part of dedicated people, organ|VISTA Report 2
Fax: 218443105 tions and businesses in our community to bring us to th

Email: habitat@paulbunyan.héinal moment: Dedication of a new Habitat home and th{R€Store Report 3
Website: www.habitatbemidii.pigrill of home ownership for another Habitat Partner Fa
Office and ReStore located [a{y/e are constantly thankful for the support of our comm
1357 Industrial Park Drive SEoyr yolunteers, our Sustaining Members and all who su'Giving Thanks 5
Seiel]. us financially. You make our mission possible. We tha|

and wish you a blessed holiday season.  Judy Rees€ You Can Help! 6

Directorc4 Rer
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VISTA Corner

the building of a deck we were able to address a serious safety issue for a homeowner and

gave me a true sense of what ABWK is about. | was extremely fortunate to spend the first d
project in a hanesn role; tearing down the old, decaying deck and putting up the frame for thgl new

e proce:
y of the

Nort hwoods Habitatodos first A Br ush wh Wih Kﬂindn

one under the direction of Al Bontrager. His guidance, patience, knowledge and understanding will b

truly missed! | am grateful to have had the chance to work with him.

With the completion of this first project, our original pot of funds for ABWK which started at $1,875 sits argund
$1,000. We have 3 potential projects to complete, but with the start of winter these will be started in the gpring, ar

we certainly anticipate to receiving many more applications in the coming months as the word continues fo spreac
As we move into the holiday season, | ask that you consider giving to ABWK. Just like the Fund for Humfnity,
ABWK will be a seffustaining program (separate from new home construction) in which payments made [y the
families we serve will be used to help other families. To get to the point where we can tsulsthiaisglf we

need your gift. The construction by an ABWK team of a wheelchair ramp will mean an elderly or disableji
individual can stay in their home as opposed to entering assisted living. The painting of a house will helpja family
regain pride in homeownership. The revitalization of our neighborhoods will help to preserve housing stakk in our
community!

| am also recruiting volunteers, teams from local businesses, and indivicy.

preparation for a busy Spring kickoff of projects. In addition to voluntee g

taxdeducti bl e donation to e6ANBONKIOh v ofr Hu
to help us offer a ohand upo6é to and
and Clearwater Counties.

Yours in Faith,

Alicia Rengel, AmeriCorps VISTA

Celebrating 500,000 Houses and Beyond

Welcome to the celebration you helped make possible! With half a million Habitat houses now dotting the globe,
2.5 million people live in the decent, affordable homes we have all helped build.

Every Habitat house sits on a foundation of shared labor, hard work and community support. This milestone house
even more so. A number this big could only be reached by the collective dedication of 35 years of volunteers,
partner families, donors and supporters.

It’s a humbling testament to what we can all do together — and yet this joyous moment must also serve as the
urgent inspiration for the work that remains ahead. Habitat has come this far thanks to you — 500,000 houses
completed. But there is ever more need. With the wall-raising of our 500,001st house, we’re already building toward
1 million. We'll only get there with your help. (Excerpt from Habitat World, a publication of Habitat for Humanity
International, available online.)

As we continue to build homes and strive to reach the million mark, please remember that Habitat provides a
hand-up to our partner families, and not a hand-out. Our partnership reaches far beyond the families we serve into
communities around the World, and, more specifically, to Guatemala, where Northwoods Habitat has built 24
homes with the tithe we have provided over the past 20 years - over $71,000.00. Again, we ask, “What will you
build?”
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ReStore Treasur eseé

It is the evening before Thanksgiving as | write the winter newsletter article for

¥ Habitat for Humanity’

Northwoods Habitat for Humanity ReStore. With that in mind, we are thankful for theReSt{l}re

many things with which we are blessed with at the ReStore. We are grateful for the

multitude of donations in the last few months that continue to come from generous
individuals in the community, local businesses and thoughtful kindhearted contracto
Our donations in the past year have nearly doubled, and the quality of those donatig
has been one that has not gone unnoticed by our customers.

We would like to thank the following businesses, to name only a few, who have don
since September. The listincludésa y | forra&teady supply of donated used
appliances and furniture,| oy d 6 s fénthe nearty oncesa week delivery of
quality tradeén furniture Bemidji Co-op Associationfor a generous contribution of
paints, paint products, hardware, and lighting matenatselan Eye Clinic, Finn and

hte

Hours of Operation:

S

n¥ednesday 10am5pm

Thursday 10am 5pm
Friday 10anm 5pm
aturday 9am 1pm

Donations Accepted:

During store hours &
Tuesday by appointment

Feather ResortandHeartland Christian Academy, Claypool Plumbing and Heating
and wedre al so v eHome BepoHor eegenerous tooatidd ef sLir-d
plus materials Also, many thanks to contractors suctKasus Anderson for a huge
donation of new window$¢ e e n a n 6 s fo€dormiion & kitshen and bathroom
cabinetry, and & J Servicesfor a great supply of roofing materials abiversified
Builders. We would like to also thank individuals suchJas Seibold,who just
recently donated an entire truckload of brand new lighting mateBiatmnna Frenke)
Jeffery Gill andMary Leader to name only a few.

We are thankful that we have great customers who come in looking for a bargain, or

project, to work on and share the progress with a picture or a visit with us on a regulpr

basis. We are thankful for a community that supports our mission, and thankful that
have a voice frorRaul Bunyan Broadcasting, The Bemidji PioneerandR.P.
Broadcastingto help us spread the word about Habitat for Humanity and The ReSto

We are thankful that we have a hard working and helpful staff of volunteers, including

. WISH LIST
i 0s
Appliances
Furniture
Power Tools
Hardware

Volunteergo help
acashier and process

donations
we

es

those fromMinnesota C.E.P. Inc., Experience Works, R.S.V.P., Oak Hills Christian

College, Restore House, Bemidji State Universityand throughout the community.
We are always in need of good volunteers.

As | attempt the task of thanking the many, | feel there is something absent, and tha
the thanking of one. Recently, we unexpectedly had to say goodbye to our friend, A
Bontrager. It was Al 6s foresight tha
joy in the success that the ReStore has achieved in the last four years. He would al
stop into my office on a Saturday morning, and tell me to keep up the good work, stg
and visit with customers and volunteers, have a cup of coffee, and just be Al. He sp
the word of our mission throughout the community, gladly shared his knowledge of
building to our volunteers, and treated all who knew him with generosity and kindneq
The emptiness that we feel is profound, but as | reflect on this day before Thanksgiv
we must be thankful that we were given an opportunity to know him, albeit only for a
short time. That is all that any of us can do is to be thankful for one another in this
worl d. Habitatdéds mission is to help
affordable housing, but it i s al so ab
another. | wish you the best during the holiday season. To the

readers of this newsletter and to our customers and dohbesiks

for giving; of your donations, of your time, of your support, of your

business, and most importantly,yaurself

Steve StrassdrReStore Manager

Visit us on
Facenook

oL/ keo
facebook and

receive a 15%
discount on your
next ReStore
purchase!
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