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& GUIDELINES
Northwoods Habitat for Humanity prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program.  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, interpretation, etc.) should contact us at 218-751-4649 to request accommodation.  Northwoods Habitat for Humanity is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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So you’re interested in purchasing a Habitat Home!
We’re glad you are thinking about applying for a Habitat home.  One wonderful aspect of Habitat for Humanity is that it builds more than houses--it builds decent homes, in decent communities in which people can live and grow into all that God intended.

What is Habitat for Humanity?

Habitat for Humanity International is a non-profit, ecumenical, Christian housing ministry.  Habitat for Humanity seeks to eliminate poverty housing and homelessness from the world and to make decent shelter a matter of conscience and action.  Habitat invites people from all walks of life to work together in partnership to help build houses with families in need.  Habitat, together with families and volunteers, has built tens of thousands of houses around the world, providing hundreds of thousands of people in more than 2000 communities with safe, decent, affordable shelter.  Habitat for Humanity was founded in 1976 by Millard Fuller and his wife Linda Fuller.

How does Habitat work?

Volunteers from many walks of life make gifts to Habitat to provide the initial capital.  Houses are then built or refurbished for people who do not qualify for conventional bank loans.  Most labor is done by volunteers and by the families themselves.  Many individuals and businesses contribute time and materials. When the house is completed, the family makes payments which cover the actual cost of the house but without added interest charges.  Their monthly house payments go into a revolving fund to help build houses for other families in need.  In addition to the payments, each homeowner is responsible for the utilities, maintenance, and other standard expenses.
How are Habitat Families Selected?
1.  HOUSING NEED

-   
You must be in need of decent, affordable housing due to one of the following:

- sub-standard housing conditions


- health/safety issues/over-crowding


- housing debt burden (pay more than 30% for housing)

- failure to meet physical needs of family member(s)


- subsidized housing


- unable to secure conventional or other home financing

2.  ABILITY TO PAY

-
You have an adequate and verifiable income

-
Your income falls within Family Selection Guidelines (see next page)

-
Your debt-to-income ratio is not too high

-     Your credit history is acceptable

-
Your income is enough to make ALL monthly payments:

-
Mortgage

-
Property taxes

-
Homeowners insurance

-
All other bills (vehicle payments, insurance, loans, day care, etc.)
3.  WILLINGNESS TO PARTNER with Habitat for Humanity and the Community

-
Agree to complete SWEAT EQUITY hours (250 hours per adult in the household, 100 construction)

-
Work on own house

-
Work on other Habitat houses

-
Attend & Participate in Habitat activities

-
Agree to complete Home Stretch Program prior to purchase of the home
-
Agree to work with Habitat Board Members, Staff and Volunteers

-
Agree to make payments IN FULL and ON TIME

-
Agree to keep inside and outside of house clean and in good repair

-
Make and/or pay for all repairs

-
Keep the yard neat

-
Keep lawn mowed in summer and sidewalks clear in winter

       -
Agree to respect the neighbors and the neighborhood

-    Agree to be a good ambassador for Habitat for Humanity by supporting its programs after purchase
	MEDIAN INCOME FOR
BELTRAMI COUNTY
	

	56400
	upper limit
	lower limit

	Single
	33150
	12450

	Two People
	37900
	14200

	Three People
	42650
	16000

	Four People
	47350
	17550

	Five People
	51150
	19200

	Six People
	54950
	20600

	Each add'l
	+1400
	


	MEDIAN INCOME FOR 
CLEARWATER COUNTY

	47100
	upper limit
	lower limit

	Single
	33150
	12450

	Two People
	37900
	14200

	Three People
	42650
	16000

	Four People
	47350
	17550

	Five People
	51150
	19200

	Six People
	54950
	20600

	Each add'l
	+1400
	


Application Checklist

Your application is considered complete when ALL of the following are submitted to Habitat:
___  Cover letter that explains why you need a Habitat home.

___  Completed Income/Debt Worksheet


   

___  Completed Application for Housing

___  3 letters of support (personal, professional and relative references listed on application)
___  Federal Income Tax Return for the most recent year

___  Last 3 month’s pay stubs (App.  and Co-app.)
___  Signed and completed employer/former employer forms (for App. and Co-app – past 1 year)
___  Signed and completed landlord/former landlord forms (for App. and Co-app – past 2 years) 

___  Signed Public Assistance Verification form (if applicable) 

___  Signed Deposit Account Verification form (if applicable)

___  Denial letter or proof of denial for a home loan from a conventional lender (bank)

Income/Debt Worksheet
I.  INCOME:

1.   Number of people in household

Adults _____  Children ______

       Name (s): ___________________________________________________________

       Date of Birth: ________________________________________________________
2.   Gross Annual income from all sources



 $__________ 
         

            (include income from employment, self employment,
 
            SSI, SSDI, Food Stamps, MFIP, Child Support, Alimony, etc.)

Gross Annual income falls within appropriate upper and lower limit?
 (See Income Chart) 
__________YES

__________NO
If YES, please continue below.
II.  DEBT-TO-INCOME RATIO (Acceptable Debt) :
1.  MONTHLY Gross Income (Annual above ÷ by 12.)   

$_________








2.  Total MONTHLY debt:



All Credit Cards/revolving loans
 


$__________



All Medical Bills





$__________


All Vehicle Payments / Auto Insurance


$__________



Child Support / Alimony




$__________


Day Care






$__________

All loans (incl. student loans)



$__________




TOTAL MONTHLY DEBT: (enter below *)
$__________* 

3.  25% of Total MONTHLY Gross Income (enter below**)
$__________**

         (multiply monthly gross income above by .25)

  TOTAL MONTHLY DEBT 
$__________ * 
                                                     must be LESS  than  
                   25% of TOTAL MONTHLY Gross Income 
$__________** 
Is  *   lower than  ** ?  
__________YES

__________NO 

STOP. DO YOU QUALIFY?
IF YOU answered YES, PLEASE COMPLETE THE HABITAT APPLICATION 
and RETURN THIS WORKSHEET WITH THE APPLICATION & ATTACHMENTS

