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Northwoods Habitat for Humanity 
Promotes Home Ownership that is 
Affordable   

Northwoods Habitat for Humanity has been providing a “hand 

up” to help families achieve successful home ownership since 
1990. Why is it important to us to provide opportunity for 
families to own their homes? Home ownership provides both 

family stability and generation of wealth not easily attainable by renters. Many renter households would 
chose to own their home if they were provided that opportunity.   

Consider the following statistics for renter households.  Between 2000 - 2017: 

 The median income in Beltrami County decreased 7% from $26,797 to $24,978.  

  The median monthly rent has increased 17% in Beltrami County.                                   

  The median income in Clearwater County decreased 5% from $23,260 to $22,210.   

  The median monthly rent has increased 27% in Clearwater County. 

Statistics for homeowner households is more encouraging during the same time frame: 

 The median income in Beltrami County increased 7%. 

 The median income in Clearwater County increased 10%. 

 The median home value increased 45% in Beltrami County. 

 The median home value increased 40% in Clearwater County. 

Increasing housing costs combined with decreasing income has resulted in many renter households being 

cost burdened - paying more than 30% of their income on housing costs. Spending an excessive portion of 

income on housing costs reduces the amount of resources available to support other critical needs such as 

health care, food and transportation.  

In addition, nearly 6,000 households in our service area of Beltrami and Clearwater Counties are cost 

burdened. Almost 50% of the cost burdened households are renters in spite of the fact that 84% of 

households are home owners.  

Increased housing values make affordability more challenging for renters trying to buy a home.  For those 
who have already purchased homes the increased value provides greater equity and, in many cases, the best 
option for wealth generation. Habitat homes are affordable because no interest is charged to the buyer, down 

payment is minimal (recording fees, state and local taxes, and first year of property insurance), and homes 
are built to Green Communities standards so that the cost to operate the home is very low.  

Home ownership is within reach for many hard working community members who earn wages that prohibit 
them from accessing conventional financing. Habitat fills that gap and, with the help of many local 

contractors, the support of the City of Bemidji, and hundreds of volunteers, we will continue to make 
affordable housing affordable.  

Tim Flathers, Board President 

Building simple, decent, affordable 

homes in partnership with God’s     

people in need in  Beltrami and 

Clearwater Counties. 

Our  Mission ... 
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Want to ride? 

July 14 - 20, 2019 

Join us!!! 

1 day ride 

3 day  ride 

Full week ride 

Join a team! 

Find out more at: 

habitat500.org 

 Snippets from the Director…  

Rain, rain, go away! Construction has begun on one of the                                                                                      

2 homes to be completed this season. With the late winter and                                                            now                                                   

rain, we are a bit behind schedule, but confident that with the help                                                                     

of our many volunteers, we will complete our projects on time.  

Last year my granddaughter, Jozlynn, and I rode 3 days with the Habitat 500 bike ride. It was grueling some 

days, but the experience was so rewarding that she and I have committed to the full week ride this year. We 

are both raising funds to bring more awareness about the lack of affordable housing and the impact it has on 

not only the families Habitat serves, but on the communities in which they live. 

As our 30th year of operation approaches, it  provides us the opportunity to reflect on the impact Habitat has 

had on our community and the lives of the people we serve. Because Habitat has made housing affordable,   

56 families now live in homes that have payments of 30% of their income. Those homes are on the tax roles 

of the City and those 56 families are part of the fabric of our community.  Habitat is grateful for the many                

volunteers who have provided  labor to build homes and do the many tasks it takes to operate this organiza-

tion. Simply put, thank you.   In faith, Geri Hickerson, Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve moved our annual Gala to the Fall 

as a kickoff to celebrating 30 years of building! 
 

Gala’s 10th anniversary + October (10th month) + 10th (10th day) = 30 years  
 

Entertainment by Bemidji’s own  After 5 
Silent and Live Auction, Raffle, Games! 

Hampton Inn and Suites  

For more information, call 218-751-4649 

“On the road again…”                    

Training for 500 miles! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
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During the month of June, Big River Scoop will donate a portion of the sales of     

Heaps of Love ice cream to Northwoods Habitat. Yum! No sweeter way                      

to support housing that is affordable! 
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2019 Builds are underway! What will you build? 

3 generations of Berube’s break ground! 

Our current build is with Thrivent Financial Faith Builds and local churches. This partnership will allow us to 

strengthen existing partnerships and develop new ones with the faith 

community.  If your church is interested in putting its faith into action, 

right here in our community, contact us to schedule a build day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 2nd build will be “Women Build.” Plans are underway for a mid-June start on 19th Street NW in Bemidji. 

We are still accepting individual and team registrations. You can help us raise $10,000 and volunteer on our 

build site to support this build! Register online through our website www.habitatbemidji.org or on our Women 

Build fundraising page at  Women Build Bemidji 2019.  We anticipate a fast-paced build with lots of      

WOMEN POWER!  Tap a couple of friends and make an impact that will last for generations! 
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218-444-6398 

Hours of Operation: 

Wednesday 10am - 5pm 

Thursday 10am - 5pm 

Friday 10am - 5pm 

Saturday 9am - 1pm 

Donations Accepted: 
 Tuesday  10-3 

Wed. - Fri.   10 - 4:30 

Saturday 9 - 12:30 

WISH LIST  

Appliances  

Kitchen Cabinets  

Furniture 
 

Volunteers   

Cashier  

(Wed – Fri) 

Driver - assist with 
donation pick-up 

(Tuesday)  

ReStore Review 

It has been very busy at the ReStore over winter. The floor has been reorganized 
to create a better shopping experience for our customers and make it easier to find 
treasures. We’ve had a lot of positive feedback from customers and donors. Stop 
on by to see our new layout. 
 

Typically, the winter months are the slowest at the ReStore, particularly when it 
comes to donations. In the past few months, sales of furniture, appliances, and 
building materials have been steadily improving.  We are grateful for the many 
donations of good clean furniture, and  working appliances as well as building 
material.  Check out our Facebook page for great deals and new inventory - 
www.facebook.com/BemidjiReStore. 
 

Our ReStore continues to be a destination for our customers to purchase new and 
used appliances, furnishings, and building material at a reasonable price, We are 
grateful for the many donors who bring items to the ReStore rather than disposing 
of them at the landfill. That donation is turned into cash that  allows us to operate 
and, most importantly, helps us accomplish our most important goal of building 
simple, decent, affordable homes for hard-working people in Beltrami and Clear-
water Counties. Our ReStore’s success not only comes from our dedicated volun-
teers and staff, but also from a supportive community.  Remember, reduce, reuse, 
recycle at the Restore! 
 

Greg Carlson,  ReStore Manager 

 

 

Thank you donors! 
 
 
 
 
 

Businesses 
MJB Appliance 

Karl’s Appliance 
St. Michel Furniture 

 
 
 
 

Individual Donors 
Thanks to our many do-

nors! 

http://www.facebook.com/BemidjiReStore


What’s Inside...   

President’s report  1 

Director’s Report  

Gala, kickoff to 30 yrs 
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Heaps of Love! 3 

2019 Build updates 4 

ReStore Report 

Annual Meeting 
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P.O. Box 1067 
Bemidji, MN 56619 

 

Contact us 

P.O. Box 1067 
Bemidji, MN  56619 

Office: 218-751-4649 
ReStore: 218-444-6398 

Fax: 218-444-3105 
Email: habitat@paulbunyan.net 

 

Website: www.habitatbemidji.org 
 

Facebook: Northwoods Habitat for Humanity 
 
 

Office and ReStore located at 
1357 Exchange Avenue SE, 

Bemidji 

Board of Directors 
 

Tim Flathers, President 

Jeff Halverson, Vice President 

Sarah Bruen, Secretary 

Jodi Schroeder, Treasurer 

  Joan Nelson 

Laurie Buehler 

Chris Hamilton 

Patty Morris 

Gail Leverson 

Randy Fossum 

Victor Mosser 

Joyce Kramer 

Steve Inkel 

Pastor Terry Hagenson 

Ken Cobb 

Staff 

Geri Hickerson, Exec. Director 

Sandra Erpelding, Admin. Assistant 

Greg Carlson, ReStore Manager 

 Seth Kilde, ReStore Asst. Mgr. 
 

 

Key Volunteers 

Dean Helgeson 

P.J. Casinelli 

Bruce Malterud 

Carlyn Whitney 

Robert White 

Jerry Drebelbis 

 

Know someone who can benefit from A Brush with Kindness?  

Make a referral.  Make a difference! 

 


