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Coronavirus challenge does not 
impact Habitat model - Habitat 

homeowners make timely payments 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic has dramatically changed 

the way we go about doing business.  The ReStore 

facility has been closed in order to protect the 

health and safety of both staff and customers.  Staff 

have primarily been working remotely in order to 

comply with the Governor’s Stay at Home and 

subsequent Executive Orders.  Face–to-face 

meetings of the Board and committees have been 

replaced by meetings using Zoom or other 

electronic means.  The economy has suffered as 

many businesses have not been allowed to 

function, or have restrictions on their capacity. 

In spite of the challenges imposed by the 

coronavirus, most Habitat partner families have 

continued to honor their commitment to make their 

monthly mortgage payments.  We believe that 

there are two reasons why Habitat partner families 

have continued to make timely payments.  First, the payments are affordable for families, taking into account the 

cost of housing as well as non-housing costs.  After accounting for taxes and insurance, which are escrowed, the 

remainder of payments are directed entirely to paying down mortgage principal.  Also, it’s clear that families 

buying Habitat homes truly are partners in the affordable housing construction process.  Partner families 

demonstrate their commitment to successful home ownership in the family selection process and continue to fulfill 

that responsibility- even in challenging times:     

Thank you for all you do! Especially during these crazy times, we 

really appreciate our home and that we can focus on supporting 

local businesses more and not have to worry about making 

payments on interest or rent for our home! Your "hand up" has had 

a MASSIVE effect on our lives!!! Thank you so much!     

        RK, Habitat Homeowner 

By Thanksgiving we will complete house number 57.  So, in spite of the challenges we continue to face, the 
organization continues to work in partnership with families who are willing to work hard toward home ownership.  
The Habitat model continues to work well to make the home ownership option within reach to families who would 
otherwise not have that opportunity.   

Tim Flathers, Board President 

Building simple, decent, affordable 

homes in partnership with God’s     

people in need in  Beltrami and 

Clearwater Counties. 

Our  Mission ... 

AS WITH ALL THINGS COVID - DATE IS TENTATIVE 
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Want to ride? 

July 12 - 18, 2019 

Join us!!! 
 

VIRTUAL RIDE 
 

Find out more at: 

habitat500.org 
 

Call us: 218-751-4649 

 Snippets from the Director… 

How, on a daily basis I ask myself, does one plan for anything!?  

We have all been challenged  to find balance in our lives  as the  

world rapidly changes around us. Working remotely has been a  
challenge, both to staff and those we serve. But we have managed. Homeowners have continued to pay their 
mortgages on time - a testament to the Habitat model! Affordable housing has its benefits.  I applaud our   
partners for their diligence during these difficult times. 
 

As we cautiously reopen our ReStore we are reminded of the service we provide to the community, both by 
way of affordable material, and a means of repurposing material that would end up in the local landfill. Thank 
you to all who have supported our ReStore since 2007! 
 

As with all things, the Habitat 500 will be a bit “not normal” this year. Jozlynn and I will ride locally, some 
funds will be raised for the Bike Home being built at 1719 2nd Street SE, and life will go on.  Although the 
ride has been modified, my goal is to raise $1,000.00 for the local build.  As we travel around the Bemidji    
area this summer, we invite you to join the movement and register - cost is only $50.00, with no fundraising 
minimum. What better way to support affordable housing and make a huge impact in our community?  
 
As we embark on our 30th year of building in our area, we invite you to engage in our mission of providing a 
hand-up to the families we serve. This can be accomplished in many ways: volunteering on a build site; 
providing lunch and snacks for our volunteers; donating cash for construction materials; donating useable 
items to our ReStore; shopping at our ReStore; serving on a committee.  “Remember there’s no such thing as 
a small act of kindness. Every act creates a ripple with no logical end.” Scott Adams  

 In faith, Geri Hickerson, Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

October 2, 2021 

 

Our Gala has been 
rescheduled to 2021 

 

For more 
information, call 218-

751-4649 

 

“On the road again…”  Training for 500 miles! 
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During the month of June, Big River Scoop will donate a portion of the sales of     

Heaps of Love ice cream to Northwoods Habitat. Yum! No sweeter way                      

to support housing that is affordable! 
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2020 Build underway! What will you build? 

Groundbreaking was held on May 18th to kick off our build season! Angela and her children Carter and Mya 

are excited to begin building a home that will allow them to thrive. Construction will begin soon at 1719 2nd 

Street SE in Bemidji! We are hopeful that the COVID pandemic will wane and construction will move along 

at a steady pace.  

Our goal is to have this home completed by Thanksgiving. Volunteers are welcome on site, however,  numbers 

will be limited.  Please call with dates you are available and we will make every effort to accommodate your 

request. You can also contact us through our website (www.habitatbemidji.org) to sign up to build. Safety for 

our staff and volunteers is of the utmost importance, so please bear with us as we navigate this new normal. 
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218-444-6398 

Hours of Operation: 

Wednesday 10am - 5pm 

Thursday 10am - 5pm 

Friday 10am - 5pm 

Saturday 9am - 1pm 

Donations Accepted: 
 Tuesday  10-3 

Wed. - Fri.   10 - 4:30 

Saturday 9 - 12:30 

WISH LIST  

Appliances 

Kitchen Cabinets 

Furniture  
 

Volunteers   

Cashier 

(Wed – Fri) 

Driver - assist with 
donation pick-up  

(Tuesday) 

ReStore Review 

As with all things COVID, our ReStore has been closed since mid-March. As we 

reopen with an abundance of caution, we ask that customers adhere to the safety 

precautions we have put in place.  Signs will be posted throughout the store, and 

“shopping” will look a bit different until we can ensure the safety of customers, 

volunteers, and staff. Please observe the following precautions: 

 Upon entering - allow staff to take your temperature (touchless) 

 Use provided hand sanitizer 

 Limit your shopping to items you need - no “browsing” 

 Touch only items you intend on purchasing 

 Do not sit on furniture that is not protected by cloth/plastic 

 Observe 6’ social distancing rule 

 Observe rules posted in the store 

As of now, store hours are Wednesday thru Friday 10 - 5, Saturday 9 - 1.          

Donations are accepted on Tuesday without an appointment, and any other        

arranged time by appointment. We will be back to “normal” business as soon as it 

is safe to do so! Until then, our facebook page will be updated with pictures. Feel 

free to call staff at 218-444-6398 with any concerns, or to schedule donations.  

Until further notice, we will not be scheduling any pick ups. Be well, be safe. 

Happy Shopping! 

 

Thank you donors! 
 
 
 

 
 

Businesses 
MJB Appliance 

Karl’s Appliance 
St. Michel Furniture 

 
 
 
 

Individual Donors 
Thanks to our many       

donors! 



What’s Inside...  

President’s report 

Annual Meeting 

1 

Director’s Report 

Gala 2021 

 

2 

Heaps of Love! 3 

2020 Build updates 4 

ReStore Report 5 

P.O. Box 1067 
Bemidji, MN 56619 

 

Contact us 

P.O. Box 1067 
Bemidji, MN  56619 

Office: 218-751-4649 
ReStore: 218-444-6398 

Fax: 218-444-3105 
Email: habitat@paulbunyan.net 

 

Website: www.habitatbemidji.org 
 

Facebook: Northwoods Habitat for Humanity 
Bemidji ReStore 

 
 

Office and ReStore located at 
1357 Exchange Avenue SE, Bemidji 

Board of Directors 
 

Tim Flathers, President 

Jeff Halverson, Vice President 

Randy Fossum, Secretary 

Jodi Schroeder, Treasurer 

  Joan Nelson 

Laurie Buehler 

Chris Hamilton 

Patty Morris 

Gail Leverson 

Victor Mosser 

Joyce Kramer 

Steve Inkel 

Pastor Terry Hagenson 

Ken Cobb 

Judy Reese 

Staff 

Geri Hickerson, Exec. Director 

Sandra Erpelding, Admin. Assistant 

Mike Dinkel, ReStore Manager 

 Seth Kilde, ReStore Asst. Mgr. 
 

 

Key Volunteers 

Dean Helgeson 

P.J. Casinelli 

Bruce Malterud 

Carlyn Whitney 

Robert White 

Jerry Drebelbis 

Brian  Brunetta 

Know someone who can benefit from A Brush with Kindness?  

Make a referral.  Make a difference! 

 


