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Our Mission ...
Building simple, decent, affordable
homes in partnership with God’s
people in need in Beltrami and
Clearwater Counties.

Jessi and Kent Stately

On behalf of the Habitat family and the Board of Directors, we offer our condolence to the Kent Stately family.
Kent passed unexpectedly on January 23. Our thoughts and prayers are with them. The staff and Board of
Directors are working with them during this difficult time.
A year into the COVID-19 pandemic has had an impact on us. Masks have become a fashion Statement for all
of us. It has shined a lite on the staff and our partner families. Families continue to meet their obligations and
staff have kept the operations moving forward. The Restore was closed temporarily for a cleaning and
development and implementation of COVID protocols. Donations have rebounded and sales have continued.
New families continue to apply for consideration and construction of new homes continue forward with
adjustments for COVID. The major downside has been the reduced availability of and the increased cost of
materials. This has impacted sub-contractors as well due to the increase in demand for their services.
Apparently, all this time at home has made the remodeling projects we have put off unbearable which has put an
increased demand on contractor’s services. COVID has impacted availability of volunteers and Habitat is so
grateful to the core group of volunteers willing to donate their time and talents.
In spite of COVID, there were mortgages satisfied, new homes built, partners that sold their Habitat homes and
moved to larger homes. This speaks to the success of Habitat and its family partners. Virtual applause to all our
family partners that have continued to meet their obligations during these difficult times.
Zoom meetings have become the norm for the Board. A thank you to the staff for their keeping things moving
forward with few interruptions. The one problem is that the masks hide their smiling faces.
This has truly been a trying year but it has magnified the important role Habitat, along with our partner families,
play in getting families into homes. The resiliency and dedication of all involved has led to the success of
Northwoods Habitat for Humanity.

Victor Mosser, Board President

Page 2

Habitat Hammerings
Want to ride?

Snippets from the Director…

July 11 - 17, 2019
Join us!!!
VIRTUAL RIDE
Find out more at:
habitat500.org
Call us: 218-751-4649
Last July, amid covid, local Habitat 500 Riders raised over
$11,000.00 for affordable housing! Although the ride, sponsored
by Habitat for Humanity of MN, pivoted to a virtual ride in April,
Habitat 500 Bemidji 2021!
a few of us still rode locally the week of July 10th. Funds raised
were used to purchase material for the home built in Nymore. That home was called the “Bike Home.” Each
year, people from all over the United States ride 500 miles to raise money and awareness about the lack of
affordable housing.
Registration is now open for the 2021 ride scheduled for the week of July 11th. The in-person ride provides an
opportunity to meet other people who are concerned about affordable housing and love to ride bike - let’s face
it, 500 miles in a week takes some dedication and a love of biking! If you have questions or would like to join,
give us a call or check out the Habitat 500 website: https://habitat500.org/ We are forming a local team, so if
you are reluctant to bike on your own, or only want to bike for a day, or a couple of hours, this is the year to
engage!
We are seeking home buyers! There are currently 4 families in our pipeline, 2 will be building this summer,
and we anticipate a recycled home as well. With only one family in the pipeline, we will not be able to continue to build 2 homes a year. Homes are built to suit the size of the family, so having families ready with sweat
equity requirements met is imperative to our success. If you know someone wanting to buy a home who is
struggling to get financing conventionally, have them check out Habitat!
Our congratulations go out to Fawn and Jeremiah Peterson who paid off their mortgage in January. They
purchased their home in 2007, and because of the “affordable mortgage” and the adjustable rate based on
income, they paid off 6 years early. What does that mean? They own their home free and clear, Habitat has
that cash in hand to build more homes, and another family will reap the benefit of a zero interest loan.
Everyone wins!
In faith, Geri Hickerson, Executive Director

SAVE THE DATE!

October 2, 2021
Our 30th Anniversary
Gala was rescheduled
to 2021
For more
information, call
218-751-4649
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During the month of June, Big River Scoop will donate a portion of the sales of
Heaps of Love ice cream to Northwoods Habitat. Yum!
No sweeter way to support housing that is affordable!
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2021 Builds being planned! What will you build?
Building in 2020, amid a global pandemic, was challenging, but our amazing
construction crew completed Angie’s home on schedule. Our goal was to have the
home completed by Thanksgiving, and we closed on November 25th!
As we look forward to building this summer, we realize there will be challenges to
face again. We will construct 2 homes side by side on Wilson Avenue in Nymore.
Families are working hard on sweat equity hours, having already completed the
necessary 125 hours to begin the build process. In addition, we will be renovating
a home that we bought back from one of our homebuyers. There
will be plenty of opportunity to safely volunteer with Habitat this
Summer! If you are interested in volunteering, please contact us
or watch our Facebook page. We will be holding a volunteer
training in April that will provide information about safety, build
schedule and other important topics. Hope to see you on site!
Our site selection committee has worked hard over the years
researching and securing buildable lots within municipalities. We
currently have seven lots available for construction. Given our
goal of building 2 homes a year, we will quickly run out of lots
on which to build. If you are aware of available lots, please
Angela, Mya, and Carter - Summer 2020
contact us.

Again this Summer, we are seeking an AmeriCorps Summer VISTA to assist with construction. If you are
interested in being paid for your volunteer time, have construction experience, and want to learn more about
the construction management, contact us for more information. This is a great opportunity for anyone going
into the construction trade. Please help spread the word. We will be posting the position soon.
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ReStore Review
Things are moving along at the ReStore. We are open “normal” business hours,
and although some things have changed, we are back to business as usual. We ask
that you continue to observe the following precautions:


Masks required per the Governor’s mandate



Use provided hand sanitizer



Limit your shopping to items you need - no “browsing”



Touch only items you intend on purchasing



Do not sit on furniture that is not protected by cloth/plastic



Observe 6’ social distancing rule



Observe rules posted in the store

Many thanks to our donors who continue to bring clean, quality items to be sold
to the public. Funds from the ReStore support our operating expenses and profit is
used to build affordable homes!
We are currently seeking volunteers to help with customers, cashiers who are so
vital to our operation, and help processing items that are donated. If you have a
couple of hours a week, please consider helping out. Volunteering in the ReStore
is a great team-building opportunity for students and employers who are
community-minded. Give us a call if you have a group available to lend a helping
hand.

218-444-6398
Hours of Operation:
Wednesday 10am - 5pm
Thursday 10am - 5pm
Friday 10am - 5pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm
Donations Accepted:
Tuesday 10-3
Wed. - Fri. 10 - 4:30
Saturday 9 - 12:30

WISH LIST
Appliances
Kitchen Cabinets
Furniture
Volunteers
Cashier
(Wed – Sat)
Donation Assistant
(Tuesday)

On February 23, we welcomed our new Manager, David Wilkerling. We are
thrilled to have a Manager of his caliber to lead our program. Welcome David!
We are still seeking an Assistant Manager. For now, we have rehired a former
employee to help us transition, but he will be leaving us in June. His temporary
help will allow us to continue operating seamlessly. This position will be part
time until June, then transition to full time. Give us a call if you are interested, or
send referrals our way.

Thank you donors!
Businesses
MJB Appliance
Karl’s Appliance
St. Michel Furniture
Individual Donors
Thanks to our many
donors!

P.O. Box 1067
Bemidji, MN 56619
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President’s report
Annual Meeting
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Director’s Report
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2020 Build updates

4

ReStore Report
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Know someone who can benefit from A Brush with Kindness?
Make a referral. Make a difference!

Board of Directors

Contact us
P.O. Box 1067
Bemidji, MN 56619
Office: 218-751-4649
ReStore: 218-444-6398
Fax: 218-444-3105
Email: habitat@paulbunyan.net
Website: www.habitatbemidji.org
Facebook: Northwoods Habitat for Humanity
Bemidji ReStore
Office and ReStore located at
1357 Exchange Avenue SE, Bemidji

Victor Mosser, President
Gail Leverson, Vice President
Randy Fossum, Secretary
Joan Nelson, Treasurer
Laurie Buehler
Chris Hamilton
Patty Morris
Steve Inkel
Jeff Halverson
Pastor Terry Hagenson
Judy Reese
Jim Pinsonneault
Christian Welle
Vacant
Vacant

Staff
Geri Hickerson, Exec. Director
Sandra Erpelding, Admin. Assistant
Receptionist, Carlyn Whitney
David Wilkerling, ReStore Manager
Zack Suratt, ReStore Asst. Mgr.
Key Volunteers
P.J. Casinelli
Dean Helgeson
Bruce Malterud
Jerry Drebelbis
Brian Brunetta
Colleen Inkel

